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DID YOU KNOW?

Helping Student-athletes Through
NCAA Initial-eligibility Process

Editor's Note: This aticis on tho basic reguirermnents of the MCAA

inifizl-edieibiity process was weition by the National Associztian for
Aghietis Corﬁpfr’ance MiAd) Eoucation: Subcomimites and outines
sarme of the hasic roguiremends of the NCAA intia-Figibiity procass
and offers a'rr{omml‘r’cm an howy high schood coachies, guidance coun-
sefors and aciniirators can helo quidle their sasdani-athiates through
this somelimes Sonfusing process,

NCAA ELIGIRILITY CENTER
Prospective student-athieles shauld register with the Eigibility Cen-
tar &t the beqginrdng of their juniar year in high schoosl Registration oc-

curs ealine at the Eligihiliy Center Web site: wny eigioilitycentar.org.

Q: |s there w cost for registering with the MCAA Eligibility Centes?
A Yes. Registraton is $40.

The reyistralion fee may be waived for prospective student-athletes
wiho have received a lee weiver for the ACT or SAT. High schosol coun-
seliors can schmit waiver corfirmatians threugh the High Schoal Ad-
ministrators portal al e Eligbiity Center Web site.

Q: What information musl be submitted to the Clgibiity Cenlar?
A Official High School Transcript.
A sinlh- semester official transcript should be sent w2 the Eligibility Cen-
teer upon campletion of the junior year. A final official transcript with
proot of graduation should be sent afier gradualion. If & orespective
stucent-athlete has attonded more <han one high scheal, an offliciat
sramscript shauls oe serit to the Elighility Caror from each high schos:
gitended.

Al trarecipts should be maled or overnight delivered o the Higibility
Center &t

MNCAA Eligibility Cenler

FO Box 7136

Indignapalis, M 462407
{starndargd maily

M AG ElLgibilily Center

1802 Alonzo Watford Sr. Drive
Indianapalis, W 46202
imwrrnighl delivery

-OR.

Tast Scores (AT or SAT)
lest seores must be sent directly from she testing agency, The Clig.bil-
ity Cenler should be selected as ong of the college choices by using
Code *9999", Studorss can also havie their test scones sent Lo the EL-
gitflity Cenler by wisitng wany collegoboard. corm or W dctesu-

POT.OF.

@ What reguiremanis rrusl a prospeciive student-athlste rmeel W be
cetified fry the Eliginility Cenler as aligble for practics, compesi-
tion anc athletics aid?

A: A prospective sludent-athete must

= Graduaie from high school;

Complete a minimum of 16 core muses;

Presant the required grade-paint averaga on the GPAARst score slid-
ing scale;

Present a qualifying test scome o githar the ACT ar 54T,
Complete the amaleurism guasticnnaine.

**The sum ACT score is calculated by adding together the score far
each subsecticn {English, Math, Reacing, Science) of the exam. The
Eligibility Centor does nal use the ACT compcsité seare. The combined
SAT score is delermined by adding the Critical Reading and Math sec-
tions of the exam.

Q: Whatis a Cone Colrsa¥

A A core courst i 2 class that mees all of the following cateria:

s Ary Mathernatics course at or above Algetina |;

= Itis completed Ao later than the core-ceurse lirme limitation &n sight
sermasiers ard with the arospoctive sludent-athlezes incorning nintk-
qrade classk; and '

* It is taker no esrlier Lhan the gighth grace.

G what core couses are required for elinibilily?
A 16 rore courses must oo complelad as follows:

o A years of baglisn
s 3 ycars af Malhenatics (algebra 1 o higher)




2 years of NaturalPhysical Science (ncluding 1 year of a lab if offered
by high scheol)

1 additional year of English, Mathematics, or NaturalPrysical Sci-
ence

2 years of Socal Science

4 years of “additonal” core courses (foreian language, non-doctri-
na! rel gion/philosoptry, er any of the above areas),

@ Where can | find the list of approved core courses for our high
school?

A Aporoved course lists can be accessed at wanweligbilitecen-

ter org, by entering the appropriate pertal (i.e., Students and Parents,

High Schools) and selecting the Resources 1ab.

Q: How can the st of approved core courses be updated?

A:  High school administrators should use the core course submis-
sion section of the Ebg blity Center Web site (located within the Hgh
Sehool pertal) 1o subma the titles of courses that meet core-course re-
quiremants.

Q: Wil courses taken after a student’s senior year mee! core-courss
requirements?

A Agrospectve student-ath'ste may use one core course completed
during the year after graduation. The course may be completed in sum-
mer or during the academic year and may be taken at a location other
than the high schoel fromwhich the prospective student-athlete grad-
pated, This coursework must be completed prior 1o the prospective
student-athlete’s initial full-time enrciment at a colegiate institution,

Q: How i the NCAA Core GPA different from a student’s overall
GPA?

Ar The NCAA core-course GPA 5 calcu'ated using only NCAA ap-

proved core courses that satisfy the corecourse requirements listed

above.

Q:  How is the corecourse GPA calculated?

A: Tre core-course GPA is the average of the best grades achieved
for all reguired core courses. To determ ne the gua'ity points earned for
each core course, multiphy the points for the grade by the amount of
credit earmed, Use the fol owing scale unless your high schog! has a dif-
ferent scale as ind cated on the approved core course st

A=dponts B=3ponts C=2ponts D=1 point

Examples of wotal quality point calcu'ation are:

* An A grade (4 points) for a semester course (0.50 units) = & ponts
x 0.5 units = 2 qualty points

= An A grade (4 points) for a full-year course (1,00 units) = 4 points x
1.0 units = 4 quality points

Once the total quality points are ta'led, dvicde those points by the total
number of core-course units the prospectve student-athlete has com-
pleted. This calculation helps keep track of the prospective student-
athlete’s core grade-point average.

Resources to nelp with these calou'ations are found by legging onto

igibiitvcantar org and selecting the “Resources” tab, then -

“L.S. Students”,

Q: What role do high school guidance counselors and athletic ad-

ministrators play in the initial-ebgbility process?

A Guidance counselors and athletic adminstrators should:

s Make sure the fist of approved courses is current and accurate,

* Encourage colege-bound prospectve student-athletes 1o complete
the regstration process as early as possible, but not later than the be-
ginning of their jurior year;

» Send official transcripts for all prospective student-ath'etes at the
end of their sikth semester and eighth semester, including proof of
graduation; and

» Submit registration fee waners.

Q: How can high school guidance counselors and athletic adminis-
trators help a student navigate through the initial-elgibility
process?

A:  Guidance counsetors and athletic administrators shoulg:

= Know the initizl-eligibility requirements;

» Map out an acadernic track for prospective student-ath'etes as early
as possible, and no later than the start of the senior year, to alow
for proper scheduling of core courses prior to graduation;

= Know how to calculate a core-course GPA;

= Understand the specal considerations that are gven 1o prospective
student-athletes with documented education-impacting disabiities
and howy to guide individuals with a disability through the NCAA
documentation process;

* Create an efficient system to submit information to the Eligibikty
Center;

= Help students identify colleges that fit their criteria (.g., academics,
siza, distance from home, location, etc.);

= Emphasize the importance of academic performance at all grade
levels — grade nine counts towards core GPA just as much as grade
12; and

= Ensure that college-bound prospective student-athletes are taking
core caurses from ninth through 12th grades.

ﬁ_ﬁ_ag Tha Nationa! Associaton for Athletics Compbance s one of

11 affisate associatons of the National Association of Cok
Jeguate Directovs of Athletics and 5 the only professional o
ganzation dodicated fo sendng NCAA complance programs
at our nation’s NCAA Désvon |, I and & instiiutions,
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